Safety of fluoroquinolones in paediatrics.
In the last few years, there has been increasing pressure to use fluoroquinolones in paediatric patients, since these antibiotics offer the advantage of an oral treatment regimen on an out-patient basis. However, even although this class of antibiotics generally remains well-tolerated, the restriction of fluoroquinolone use in children on a compassionate basis, which derives from their potential to cause cartilage toxicity, limits the safety data in this population and suggests a cautious use. This review reports the data of the literature on the safety of fluoroquinolones in different districts, focusing on the side effects in children and drug interactions. Moreover, data available in the literature with regards to side effects in children are reported, with particular attention to their potential in arthropathy.